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By e-mail only 
 
strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
RESPONSE TO CRAWLEY LOCAL PLAN S.19 SUBMISSION DRAFT 
 
We have examined the Regulation 19 Submission Draft of the Crawley Local Plan, and 
in broad terms we would wish to maintain our position on the comments we made in 
March 2020 in response to the previous draft. It is understood that these will be 
forwarded to the Planning Inspector, and unless stated otherwise should still stand. 
 
It remains a matter of concern to the Society that the Council proposes to offload more 
than 50% of its housing allocation to other authorities, and that this proportion has in 
fact increased from 53% to 56% since the Regulation 19 Consultation Draft.  We feel 
that, in the light of shifts in Central Government thinking regarding changes to the 
planning system, and in view of the effects that will follow the current health crisis 
(particularly the possible long-term brake on aviation growth and the rise in home 
working and on-line retail making office and retail sites potentially available for 
housing), Crawley should be more robust in stating that, if the Council is certain that 
more of these houses cannot be built within Crawley, it is not acceptable to ask 
neighbouring Local Authorities to build the huge numbers remaining. 
 
It remains a particular concern that there needs to be firmer protection relating to the 
High Weald AONB, which has not really been addressed in this draft, and regarding 
which we refer back to our observations in response to the Consultation Draft. 
 
We would like to make the following specific comments in relation to this Submission 
Draft of the Plan – 
 
Housing Policy H1 – Housing Provision 
(a) We note that, while the wording we referred to at 19(b) of our previous submission 
no longer appears in H1, it is still clearly stated at paragraph 4.14 on page 38 of the 
Submission Draft in the chapter on Landscape and Form. While we absolutely 
understand the reasoning behind the statement, we consider that the sheer numbers 
of houses being off-loaded onto neighbouring Local Authorities renders it 
unacceptable. 
(b) It is noted that the protection for the AONB we requested at 19(c) of our submission 
has not been included (see comments above). 
 



Housing Policy H2 – Key Housing Sites 
It is noted that the proposal for 15 houses on land east of Balcombe Road/Street Hill 
at Pound Hill is still going forward, and would wish to maintain the comments we made 
in our previous submission with regard to this. 
 
Strategic Policy H3g – Urban Extensions 
It is a matter of particular regret that this Policy has been deleted altogether, and that 
the additions we suggested with a view that the AONB should be protected from 
development have not been included. We would like to see the wording we suggested 
regarding this at paragraph 21 of our submission be inserted following paragraph 2.33 
of the Submission Draft. 
 
Strategic Policy GI3 – Biodiversity and net gain 
This was Policy GI2 in the Consultation Draft. We would still like to see the wording at 
23(a) of our submission included. It looks as through our comment at 23(b) is 
redundant as the provisions regarding financial contributions appear to have been 
deleted. 
 
Strategic Policy ST4 – Search corridor for Crawley Western Relief Road 
We note that little progress has been made regarding this since the Consultation Draft, 
and the comments we made in our March 2020 response still stand. 
 
We have no further points to raise in regard to the Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic 
Environmental Assessment, and would like the comments we made in our March 
submission to go forward. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

  
(SOS Conservation Officer) 

 
 

 
  
 




