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Crawley Submission draft Local Plan Representation
Please return your completed representation form to Crawley Borough Council.

Representations can be made via this form and emailed to strategic.planning@crawley.gov.uk or
sent via post to: Local Plan Consultation, Strategic Planning, Crawley Borough Council, Town Hall,
The Boulevard, Crawley, RH10 1UZ. Alternatively, representations can be made online using the
eform which allows attachments of documents.

This form has two parts:
PART A — Personal details

By law, representations cannot be made anonymously. All representations will be
published alongside your name, company name (if applicable), and your client’s
name/company (if applicable). The Council will use the information you submit to
assist with formulating planning policy.

Further information about Data Protection Rights in line with the provisions of the
General Data Protection Regulations and Data Protection Act 2018, for example, how
to contact the Data Protection Officer, how long information is held or how we process

your personal information can be found at www.crawley.gov.uk/privacy. Specific
reference to the Local Plan and planning policy related public consultation can be

found here.

PART B - Your representation

Please fill in a separate sheet for each representation you wish to make. You may
submit multiple “PART B” sections with a single “PART A” completed.

PART A - Personal details
Please ensure that you complete all fields in 1. If a planning agent is appointed, please enter the
Title, Name and Organisation in 1, and complete the full contact details of the agent in 2.
1. Personal details 2. Agent’s details
Title: |1
First name: N
Surname: I

Organisation: The Ifield Society

Address line 1: - |G



Address line 2:

Town/city:

Postcode:

Telephone:

Email:



PART B - Your representation

3. Please tick the document that you would like to make a representation on:
N Crawley submission Local Plan

- Crawley submission Local Plan Map

] Crawley submission Sustainability Appraisal

D Habitats Regulation Assessment Screening Report
4. Which part of the Local Plan does this representation relate to?
Paragraph: 467 -4.69 Policy: Other:

5. Do you consider the Local Plan to be: (Please tick)

5.1. Legally compliant? Yes [] No []
5.2. Sound? Yes [ No []
5.3. Compliant with the duty to co-operate? Yes [] No []

6. Please give details explaining your response to 5.1, 5.2, or 5.3 below. Please be as clear
as possible.

| consider the Crawley Local Plan (and Map) to be ‘sound’, but also consider the Plan would
be more sound if my specific proposal of a Local Nature Reserve and Heritage Site- the
proposed modification to CL8 (West of Ifield Rural Fringe) — is incorporated within it.

| submit the research document “Making the case for a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) and
Heritage site on the West of Ifield Rural Fringe” to support my proposal.

If required, please continue your response on an additional piece of paper and securely attach it to this response

7. Please set out what modification(s) you consider necessary to resolve the issues you
have identified above. You need to state why this modification will make the Local Plan
legally compliant or sound. It would be helpful if you are able to suggest how the
wording of any policy or text should be revised. Please be as clear as possible. Any non-
compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination.

Proposed modification to CL8: Development Outside the Built-Up Area — West of Ifield Rural
Fringe (Page 60)

“Proposals which respect this area of locally special rural fringe, the nature conservation and
recreation value, its positive relationships with the urban edge, and links to the wider
countryside will be encourage, ESPECIALLY THE PROPSAL FOR A LOCAL NATURE
RESERVE AND HERITAGE SITE.

(see research document Making the case for a Local Nature Reserve and Heritage site....)

If required, please continue your response on an additional piece of paper and securely attach it to this response

Your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting



8.

information necessary to support/justify the representation and the suggested modification, as
there will not normally be a subsequent opportunity to make further representations. After this
stage, further submissions will only be at the request of the Inspector, based on the
matters and issues s/he identifies for examination.

If your representation is seeking a modification, do you consider it necessary to
participate in the public examination hearings? (Please tick)

No, | do not wish to participate in [:| Yes, | wish to participate in the .
the examination hearings examination hearings

If you wish to participate in the public examination hearings, please outline why you
consider this to be necessary:

1. | have attended a number of public examination hearings relating to the West of Ifield
for over 20 years.

2. | believe my knowledge and experience will be valuable
3. | am the compiler of the research document “Making a case....”

The Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who have
indicated that they wish to participate at the public examination.

If you would like to make a representation on another policy or part of the Local Plan then
please complete a separate PART B section of the form or securely attach an additional piece
of paper. Copies of the representation form can also be downloaded from the council’s
website at: www.crawley.gov.uk/localplanreview

Signature Date

I 19/6/2023
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INTRODUCTION

By David Moon — Crawley
Community Award Winner 2016

“THE DEATH OF RURAL IFIELD?”

The building of ten thousand homes west of Ifield is now being
proposed. Three thousand of these are planned for Ifield Golf
Course, with no plans for the replacement of this very

important local amenity.

This development, one feels, has as much to do with the high
levels of London house prices, as it is with any Gatwick
expansion. Both threaten the peaceful rural nature of this
ancient Parish, whose history goes back for at least one thousand
years and some of whose wildlife still persists in the remaining
pockets of ancient woodland among the quiet fields.

All of this gives refreshment to those who love the countryside
and value the peace and beauty that it offers, whether this comes
from breathing cleaner air or walking the dog, or simply from
watching the wide diversity of living creatures in the area.

Rural Ifield, to those in the know, contains more than one-third
of Britain’s longhorned beetle species, some of Red Data Book
importance. There is also an abundance of butterflies in variety,
some of which are nationally local in their distribution, such as
the Brown Hairstreak. Many bird species here are already in

/..



decline; these include the Skylark, Grey Partridge, Reed Bunting,
Willow Tit, Kingfisher, Tree Sparrow, Little Owl and Nightingale,
all of which could once be seen some time during the year in this
area, but which are now much scarcer or have gone altogether.

A new township on what is Horsham District Council land, with
from 30 to 40 thousand more people living in this once-rural
area, would place much greater pressure on Crawley facilities
and bring with it all the additional needs and problems
associated with any new community of that size — more road
building, hugely increased volumes of traffic with its noise and
air pollution, inevitably more crime and, therefore extra
policing.

Building has already begun opposite Ifield Golf Course [The
Maples — Ed] — and this new estate appears to be creeping
northward towards the Ifield Brook Meadows Local Green Space
[LGS] that we fought so hard to establish and protect. Discarded
shopping trolleys were spotted in Ifield Brook only recently — at
the Sept 7th Ramblette.

Ten years ago, large numbers of ugly ‘Private Land’ trespass
notices were erected almost overnight across the green areas
west of St. Margaret’s Church within the ancient Parish of Ifield,
including land within the Crawley Borough Council boundary.
These notices removed the right to walk along certain field paths
used by generations of people (eg witness “The Miller’s Trail” —
brochure leaflet on request — which dates back to at least the
17th century). Bridges were removed within Ifield Brook
Meadows Local Green Space, once giving access to the
woodlands along Ifield Brook — “probably the most beautiful
short riverbank walk in Sussex”.

All of this was performed under the potentially-destructive
‘umbrella’ of the former Homes & Communities Agency (now,
Homes England) which, only a few years later seemed to give it



the right to strip out 300 metres of ancient hedgerow — just to
the south of the small community of Ifield Wood. A fellow local
naturalist was reduced to tears when she first came across this
once-familiar, now-devastated area. This act of senseless
destruction deprived many birds of their natural habitats and
nesting sites, nectar-feeding insects of a source of food, and the
safe shelter and passage of many of these creatures across the
fields to other hedgerows and woodland. Not only this, but the
lower branches of the old oaks along the hedgerow were torn
down and burned beneath the trees, killing some and damaging
others by scorching their trunks. As a consequence of these
activities the number of longhorn beetle species plummeted
from around 20 kinds to only 3 or 4 because of the great loss
of habitat. What else was lost? Now the wind blows unabated
across the large open spaces.

I always believed that the law of the land gave one the right to
walk field paths if they have been used by at least 20 people for
at least 20 years; also, that it was against the law to remove
ancient hedgerows. There appears to be one law for some, and
not for others, where profit is involved.

This nightmare vision for our local countryside is a very
undesirable exchange for a rural landscape of much greater
spiritual value; but unless we fight to retain it, it will certainly
be lost to these powerful and destructive agencies.




1. WILLOUGHBY FIELDS

Local Nature Reserve
| ILNR]



1211312019 intro

From: richardsy5 <richardsy5@aot.com>
To: Richard W. Symonds <richardsy5@aol.com>
Subject: Intro
Date: Fri, 13 Dec 2019 17:53

The Willoughby fields is a nature reserve in West Sussex,
England!

The Willoughby's is located in West Sussex . It goes onto farmland, woods, ancient oak trees, thick bushes and hedgerows
(rich in berries), meadows and heathland for miles and miles, across Surrey. The river also flows through the country.
Previously it was named a site of nature conservation importance but recently it has been named an official nature

reserve.

All of the backgrounds on this web page were taken at the Willoughby's!

It is home to a diverse selection of wildlife,because it has been left to overgrow. Having spent all my life alongside it I have

seen it's ups and downs and the drama of wild events taking place.

I have been trying to get photographic evidence of all the action that takes place at the Willoughby's with the wildlife, and
show it to people for them to see that, if we respect wildlife, but take the time to study it...we can witness amazing things!

We can behold the marvels of nature.

ey G
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2. IFIELD BROOK
MEADOWS

Local Green Space [LGS]



Tiat of flora growing in the propesed housine development in Rusner R4,

TIfield - a5 clagsified in Rev. ¥Kehle YVartints 'fonecise Pritish Wora!',

(revised, for clasgsificaticn order and to include common nam Prom

es,
"The Tllustrated Flora of Britain snd Yorthern Turons! hvy Blamsvy &

Grey-Wilson, 1989).

Original list comniled by Barhapa Coleman.

A. Dicotvledons

1, Stinging Vettle - Trtica diolca

Rigtort - Snake-root - Polyvegonum historta

@

Common Sorrel - Rumex ~catosa

o

Wood Tock - Fumex sanpuineus

Good King Henry =VYercury - Chenopodium hnonus-henricus

Wettle~leavaed Goosefoot - Chenovodium marale

Fat Yen - Chenconodium =lbum

fommon Chickweed -~ Stellaria medis

Grester Stitchwori - Stellaria holosaten

-

Lesser Stitchwort - Stellsria eraminea

w

- O W @ 3 o0 R NN

-

Red Campion - Silene dioices

Wood Anemone =Wind Tlower - inemone nemeross

=
N

Creeping Buttercup -~ Ranunculus rewnans

14. Veadow Puttercup - Ranunculus acris

15, Tesser Celandine - Ranunculus ficsaria

16, farlic Yustard = Jack-hv-the-hedee ~ Alliaria pehiolata
17, Cuckoo Plower =ladv's Smock - Zardemine nratersis
18. Shepherd's Purse - Cavsellsa bursa-nastoris

16, Cherloeck =Wild Yustard - “inanis arvensis

20. Weld = Dyer's Rocket - Reseda luteclsa

24, Wild Vignonetts - Reseda Iutes

22, Meadowsweet - Pilipendula ulmaris

2%, Ppambles = Plsckberries - Rubus snecies (many)

24. Dewberrv - Rubus caesius

75, Tield Rose & others - Rosa arvensis ete.

26. Agrimony - Agrimonia eupstoria

77, Herb Pennet - Seum urbanum

28, Silverweed - Potentilla anserina

29, Tormentil - Potentillas erectsa

30. Creeping Cinguefoil - Potentilla rentans

» Wild ¢trawberry - Wraesariaz vescs

22, Tufted Yetch - Vicla cracca

33, Common Veteh (ver) - Viecia sative svhsan, niera /- V., anoungti Polia )

1 ()\:/g



Liat of notable insecis obssrved in the srea of Tfield threstensd

by development, 1981-2009 (compiled by RoR.%D,JiEQQQL_ﬂiEh

importaent contributions from the field records of the late Jares

R.Havers)

N.B. The 1list represents a relstively small sslectiorn from

the total number of insect snecies to he found in this
area, which probshly runs into thousands.

Order Odonata (Damselflies & Dragonflies) *knowm to hrasd

*1.,
2.
3.

*4,

*5,

*6 .

*7,

*8.
a.

*10.
*11,
*47,

1%,

14,

15,

16.

17 .
*18.,

RBeautiful Demoiselle (Calovteryx vireo)
Randed DNemoiselle (Calovteryx splendens)
FEmerald Demselfly (Iestes sponsa}

Iarge Red Damselflyv (Pyrrhosoma nyvmphula)
Rlue~tailed Damselfly (Ischnura elerans)
Azure Damselfly {Coenaerion ouslla)

Common PRlue Damgelfly (Fnallaema cvathicerum)
Red-eved Namegalfly (Frythromms ns iag)
Southern Hawker (Aeshns cvanes)

RPrown Fawker (feshna erandis)

Migrant Tewker (Aeshna mixta)

TMmperor Dragonfly (Anax imperator)

Brilliant Emerald (Somatochlora metallica)
Proad-bodied Chaser (Tibellula depressa)
Four-snotted Choser (Tihellula cusdrimaculats)
Flack-tailed ximmer (Orthetrum cancellatum)
Ruddy Darter (Sympetrum sansuineum)

Common Darter (Symoetrum striolatum)

Order. Orthoptera {Crickets & Crasshopopers)

1.

@

o

o

© ° o

S W O~ 0y N

b

@

Cak Push Cricket (Meconema thelassinum)

Great Green Bush Oricket (Tettieconia viridissime) - ons record
Dark Bush Cricket (Tholidoptera egrisesoanters)

Roesel's Push Cricket (Vetrioptera roesselii)

Long-winged Cone-head (Conocephalus discolor)

Speckled Bush Cricket (ILentophyes punctetissima)

Common Green Grasshooper (Cmocestus viridulus)

Lesser Marsh Grasshooper (Chorthinpus slbomarcinatus)

Common Field Mrasshovnper (Chorthinopus brunneus)

Meadow frasshoover (Chorthipnus nsrallelus)



Tiast of bird species cbkserved 1972-2009 in the area of Ifield

threatened by development, and their present status. comniled
by D.J.Yoon, with additions from the records of the lste James Favers

Key: a/w - autumn/winter visitor
b - breeding within the area

b e - breeding elsewhere (in Sussex and/or other parts
of Rritain)

£ - Teral species

i - introduced into Britain by Man; now resident
nb - non-breeding in PBritain

r - resident

g/s - spring/summer visitor

Grey Heron (4rdea cinerea) - r.be.

Mute Swan (Cvenus olor) - r.be.

Greylag Goose (Anser anser) - f.be.

Canada CGoose (Branta canadensis) - i.be.

Mandarin Duck (Aix ealericulrta) - i.b.

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - r.b.{more usually be.)

@

Burasian Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus) - r.b.{as ashove)

O 3 A ool NN
° © a

Common Buzzard (Puteo buteo) - r.%b.{incresgsineg in nuwmber)
Common Kestrel (Palco tinnunculus) - r.%h.
10. Furasian Hobby {(Pslco subbuteo) - 5/s5.%b.

11. Peregrine Falcon (¥alco pereegrinus) - occasional visitor.be.

O

12. Grey Partridege (Perdix perdix) - r.b.(now declined)}

13. Common Theasant (Phssianus colchicus) - i.b.

14. Common Moorhen (Gallinula chlorovus) - r.b.

15. Turopean Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricsria) -~ ocessionalwinter
vigitor.be.(8 flying south over Ifisld,15 Feb 1994:; 1 among
¢.400 ILapwings in fields adjioining Ifield “rook, 2% Jan 1990-J.F

16. Northern lLapwing (Vanellus vanellus) - r.b(declinéd - now be.)

17. Common Snipe (Gallinago eallinago) - a/w. be.

18. Little Gull (Larus minutus) - rare, normally coastal.nb.
(one record - 2.%eb 2008,
after gales)

19. Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) - r.be.

20. Herring Gull (Larus areentatus) - r.he.

21, London Pigeon (Columba livia) = domesticated Rock Tove.f.be.
22. Stock Pigeon (Columba oenas) - r.b.

2%, Common Wood Pigeon {Columba palumbus) - r.b.

24. Burasian Collared Dove (Streptonelia decaoccto) - r.mainly he.
25, Common Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus)- g/s.b.

. | Cf/..



List

of bird species observed 1972-2009 in areas bounding

the

area under threat of develooment; some apecies have

prob

ably ceourred within the threaﬁened area and some

almost certainly fly over it.

Key:

1.
20
B

11,
120

1%
14.

15.
160

17.

i8.

19.

IE - Ifield Fast
IG - " Green
Iw - . " -wood
MPN - " ¥ill Pond North
MPS -~ " " "  South {Gossops freen/Rewbush)

Little Crebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) - MPN&S
Great Crested CGrebe {Pcdiceps cristatus) - MPN&S

Slavonian Grebe (Podiceps auritus) - MPS(rare visitor, for
1 week from 1?2 Jan.20N%)

Great Cormorant Phalascrocorax carbo) - I8, MPN&S

Furasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) - ¥P3 (a small no.of winter
records )

Gadwall {Anas strepera) - MPS (more frecuent winter records
durineg the early 1990s)
Eurasian Teal (Anas crecca )} - Iw (swampy area, 7 ¥arch 1004
& 26 Jan.?003%): Tfield Tond, 2?7 Teh.1004
Common Pochard (Aythya ferdina) - MPS (more fregquent winter
records early in the recording period)

Tufted Duck (Avthya fulieule) - ¥PS (as for Madwall &
- Common Pochard)

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - IE (a brief sightine in Marehr,

early 9%03 ~ DJM: Jumes Haverg obrerved a bird flging
between olmbush 1landfill site &% Bewbush, 2 Rant 2H0
Red-legged Partridee (Alectoris rufa) - 1% (a bird killed

v o vehicle in Warren Drive, 2007)

Water Rail (Rallus aguaticus) - MP8 (winter records, most
notably for 1994 & 2002 - J.¥.)

Common Coot (Pulica atra) - MPN & S
Furasian Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) - Ty (17 Teb. & 10
¥arch 4994 -~ J,¥.)
Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos) - VP2 (spring passage)
Mew Cull = Common full {Iarus canus) - I® & Tw {(¥Yount Tarm)
- many records

Lesser Rlack-backed Gull (Tarus fuscus) - IF,I0, Ty &MPS
(manv records, namallv of ainele birds)

Great Ploek-hacked Gull (larus marinus) - IR (ons bird smone
winter cull flocks on Ifield campus,
late 1980s)

Rose-ringed Parakeet (Psittacula krameri) -~ I (2 birds,
5 Nov 1987~ DJM; also a bird at Ifield Pond, 23 Jan 1994-JM)

=15= ()4/.



3. BEWBUSH WATER
GARDENS AND IFIELD
- MILLPOND

Site of Nature
Conservation Importance
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Wildlife Observations

in the environs of

Ifield, Faygate & Colgate
1999/2000/2001

Field extracts provided by
James R Havers, Recorder, TQ23
Price £5.50



Introduction

'This booklet details the various observations that have been made at locations in the sonth-
west part of Crawley and adjacent strategic gap, during the years 1999, 2000 and 2001, The

‘recording area’ can be divided into two distinet geological zones roughly in line with where
the A264 dual carriageway passes through between Crawley and Horsham.

The landscape on the weald clay to the north of this road consists primarily of mixed
farmiand with a patchwork of hedgerows, small woods and copses, the natural history
interest here being somewhat enhanced by the presence of a sizeable landfill site (formerly
Bewbush Pond) which over the years has yielded quite an impressive bird list, and also
provides optimum conditions for a number of grasshopper species. Other notable wildlife
haunts include those on the rural fringes of Ifield such as the old meadows present on the
high ground at Hyde Hill and on the floodplain near St. Margaret’s Church, and an area of
water-logged common land near Oak Tree Farm, Hieldwood which was once snitable for
nightingales, now sadly just a distant memory. Notwithstanding its obvious aesthetic appeal,
the ‘old-fashioned’ countryside to the west of Ifield, with its numerous blackthorn hedges
and mature ash, has been recognised as being of some considerable importance for the
brown hairstreak hutterﬂy (see cover photo), the western weald holdmg one of the few large
populations of this species in England.

To the south of the A264, the geology comprises mainly of sandstone, rising to a height of
approximately 145 metres at Colgate. In a more ‘natural’ state, the landscape here would
consist of broad-leaved trees such as beech and birch with areas of gorse and heather.
Nowadays, much of the terrain has been planted with commercial timber, and has become
infested with rhodedendron. However, the mature stands of conifers do atiract their own
specialised avifauna, in particular the crossbill and firecrest which have been seen with
some regularity in Holmbush Forest. One site of particular interest in this part of the
recording area is the attractive pond adjacent to Holmbush mansion, which in certain years
can hold outstanding numbers of dragonflies,

For added variety, a number of localities from within the built-up part of Crawley have
been included in the text, for example Ifield Mill Pond & Woldhurstlea Wood at Gossops
Green, the latter being of especial interest to the anthor as it borders on his garden!

With all the discussion of further developments in this part of West Sussex over the next
few years - effectively destroying or degrading a number of the sites appearing in the main
section - it is hoped that this booldet will, at the very least, give the reader some insight into
what could be lost if these propesals become a reality.

James Havers
19™ Jan 2002



WILDLIFE
OBSERVATIONS

in the environs of

Ifield, Faygate and Colgate

-Field extracts from the notebooks of local wildlife
enthusiast James Havers including:

.o Records of birds, insects and other fauna
for the period 01/01/99-31/12/01

e Easy-to-read text in “diary” format with
site grid references

e Eighteen quality photographs

e Available early February 2002 at £5.50
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HERITAGE SITE

[Compiled by Richard W. Symonds
Ifield Society Co-Founder]
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Planning Ref: EIA/20/0004

SPECIALIST ARCHAEOLOGICAL ADVICE

Dear SirfMadam
RE: EIA/20/0004 West of [field

Thank you for consuliing the Historic Environmant Advisar to Horsham District an the
above planning application.

| Recommended refusal

| No historic environment objections

Recommended Approval subject fo aftached conditions
Further information required

Recommend discharge condition

Advice provided X

The site known as \West of ffield, has consideran s potential for archaeological remains
to be present. The geophysical survey and pravious fieldwork both in and adjacent to
the site has established the presence of archasological remaing including a probable
large settlement site spanning the period between the Late Bronze Age and the later

oman period, as well as number of other possible prehistoric/Roman enclosures. it
can be anficipated that this will he accompanied by burials on the edges of the
setflemeant or in the near vicinity. There is also the earthwork remains of a circular
mound, the date of which is as yet unknown, although interpratations as a barrow,
small motte and windmill mound have all been Suggested. There are geophysicai
anomalies suggsstive of fron-working pits, again of as yet unknown date, but they
could be prehistoric, Roman or medieval in origin. There are also g number of areas
of potential ironwarking activity close to the River Mole and the Ifield Brook, and a
possible bloomery. Thare is high potential for significant palasoenvironmental

deposits associated with bath water courses, and their former routes. _
/52 / . a
APy,
Sy
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Essex County Counc




therefore recommended that the proposed Cultural Heritage Chapter in the EIA
should compnse: -

+ A desk-based assessment of the proposed development area — this shouid
utiise the information available in the West Sussex Historic Environment
Record and historic cartographic and documentary sources. This should
nuage an assessment of both the historic environment sites and the historic
landscape setting.

» A re-assessment should be made of the aerial photographic evidence for the
area, including the on-line digital data avaiiable on GoogieEarth. This should
include rectification of both archaeological features and palaeochannels.

* An assessment should be made of the available LIDAR data for the application
site and rectified plots produced of both archaeologicai and historic landscape
features identified.

* If a geophysical survey is being undertaken it is recommended that a trial area
is undertaken on an area of known archaeological deposits to assess its
effectiveness prigr to the remainder being surveyed.

* Anassessment should be made of the available borehole and BGS data for the
site in order to establish the potential for palaeoenvironmental deposits within
the valleys of the Mole River and the Ifield Brook.

* An slement of ground-truthing, in the form of trial-trenching, will be required to
clarify the resuits of all of the surveys.

» The results of the above will inform the development of a mitigation strategy for
both preservation in situ and/or preservation by record where this is not
possible.

If planning permission is granted initially all those areas not previously trenched will
require a programme of archaeological trial-trenching at a density of 5% (4% with a
further 1% availabie for refining the results). This will inform the further development
of the mitigation strategy.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely
Maria Medlycott MA, MCIfA, FSA
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Dear Sir/Madam Planning

EIA/20/0004 - LAND WEST OF IFIELD, WEST SUSSEX
REQUEST FOR EIA SCOPING: MIXED DEVELOPMENT

We think it essential that an integrated Jandscape approéch to assessment of heritage

assels (both designated and undesignated) is undertaken and translated info the
report.

The assessment should also take aocount of the.potenti

. develdpinent acthites (suck as ¢ o S
assocwated traffic) might have upon perceptions,
dmwhgeminthear_ea;_ LT

understariding, and appreciation

The asseasment shaﬂda!secons:derthe likelihood of alterations to drainage and
;ground water patiems that riightlead fu.in situ decomposiiahof daskiuction of
"below ground archiasological remains and deposits, and can also lead o

onuments, - - ‘ T

kings (Grade 1), and other bull

. 3 .7 Cif ]
+ The development has the potential to impact on the Grade | listed St Marga
" Church. _ - :

| _ :

- We appreciate that the seffing of the church is-largely focused on the village-and the
 densely vegetated ifield Meadows' aréd, Howaver, ‘as discussed at the pre-application
siage, there are some incidental wider landscape views to the tower from & PRoW to

‘e soditewest within the site, above the intervening tree belts.

.

ret's

e church and potential impacts of on its significance will need to be

m‘ni‘lad tiabim'mmmt-zhentage baseline assessment and the ES chapter.

& deéy pmenthasthe pdf:en‘haf 'tb___‘im“ﬁéct_'on this scheduled monument.
 Impacts coild oadif fmmchangelsmﬂumtsseﬁmg and from disturbange of potential
/Sh /. R

“currently unrecorded associated non-designated below grourid afchaealogical
- Understanding the setting of the mostted site, and how the scheme would change this

,remains.
(including potgptia! vi_.gyal changes and disruption to tranquiliity) and how this may

1



Historic Engle

also additionally expect the project to be creative in how it might offer opportunities for
their enhancement, and how the project might deliver public (heritage) benefit.

Given the importance of the heritage assets within the area, we would expect to
provide further advice in due course on this application,

Recommendation

We urge you to address the above issues, and recommend that production of an
Environmental Statement should continue in accordance with national and local policy
guidance, and foliowing your expert conservation advice. If you have any queries

about any of the above, or would like to discuss anything further, please contact
me for further advice.

Inspector of Ancient Monuments
rebecca.lambert@HistoricEngland.org.uk

EIA/20/0004 - LAND WEST OF IFIELD, WEST SUSSEX
REQUEST FOR EIA SCOPING: MIXED DEVELOPMENT

List of information on which the above advice is based
Request for scoping opinion from Horsham BC dated 22nd September 2020

West of ifield EIA Scoping Opinion request [Homes England 22 September 2020]

- “00,- 4TH FLOOR, CANNON BRIDGE HOUSE, 25 DOWGATE HILL, LONDON EC4R 2YA

& * :
3 V%‘, Telephons 020 7973 3700 Stonewall

HistoricEngland.org.uk BFVERSITY ERANEION:

Historic England is subject to both the Freedom of Information Act (2000} and Environmental Information Regulations (2004). Any
Information held by the organisation can be requested for release under this legisiation.
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Richard Symonds - The Ifield Society

Please forgive the following preamble to my question, but it is critically
important for context:

The question relates to that asked of this Cabinet on July 6 two weeks
ago, and another question asked at County Hall last Friday, concerning a
possible 3,500-year-old Bell Barrow burial ground to the West of Ifield.

My question also specifically relates to ‘Specialist Archaeological
Advice’ by Place Services — advice given by letter two years ago in
November 2020, another letter from Historic England on the same date
two years ago, and a more recent Heritage Assessment by West Sussex
County Council - all concerning SA101 Land West of Ifield.

The ‘Specialist Archaeological Advice’ includes this statement: “There
is high potential for significant palaeoenvironmental deposits associated
with both water courses [Ifield Brook and the River Mole], and their
former routes”,

This has been confirmed by County Hall’s recent Heritage Assessment
which identified an Oxbow Lake and five Palaeochannels.

Historic England also states — very disturbingly:

“We think it essential that an integrated landscape approach to
assessment of heritage assets (both designated and undesignated) is
undertaken...The assessment should also consider the likelihood of
alterations to drainage and ground water patterns that might lead to in
situ decomposition or destruction of below ground archaeological
remains and deposits, and can also lead to subsidence of buiidings and
monuments”.

“Subsidence of buildings and monuments” | take to include St
Margaret’s 13th century Parish Church within the Ifield Village
Conservation Area — and Historic England have confirmed this by
stating: “The development has the potential to impact on the Grade 1
listed St Margaret’s Church.

So, finally, my question is:

“AS STRONGLY ADVISED BY HISTORIC ENGLAND, HAS AN
INTEGRATED LANDSCAPE APPROACH TO ASSESSMENT OF
HERITAGE ASSETS BEEN UNDERTAKEN BY THIS COUNCIL?”

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION
“If this Council is genuinely committed to protecting the community’s

heritage assets and wildlife, why are you proposing to build a Link Road
straight through Willoughby Fields Local Nature Reserve?”

[Ge/ -



' . SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS 154 (2015), 103-12

A Giindlingen type sword from the
Polesfleet Stream in Crawley -

By Jaime Kaminski Streqm near Crawley, West Sussex. Cast from a low-lead bronze al Tay, this sword
Is ane of an above average number of Gitndlingen type swords which have been
recovered from rivers and other watery places. Microscopic exantination of the
sword blade reveals that it was undamaged when it entered the Polesfleet Stream
and may have been made specifically for the purpose of votive depesition.

: - INTRODUCTION

the Polesfleet Stream in Crawley discavered a

Late Bronze Age sword at a depth of 60-90cm
(see Fig. 1).! The works, close to the junction with
the River Mole (TQ 2611 3944), north of what
is now Langley Green, were carried out for the
Crawley Development Corporation as part of the
extensive works for Crawley New Town which
had begun in the Jate 1940s.2 The sword remained
in the possession of the Crawley Development
Corporation until its dissolution in 1962, when it
was donated to Crawley Museurs,

In June 1952 workmen employed to canalise

104 A GONDLINGEN TYPE SWORD FROM THE POLESFLEET STREAM IN CRAWLEY

Int 1952 a Late Bronze Age Giindlingen type swordwas recovered from the Polesfleet.

_4':’\.$'vaf'A"‘"‘ /‘“/
s£ el gt

!

Fig. 2. The Crawley sword (front and reverse views, scale in cms).
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CONCLUSION

By David Moon -
Naturalist and Ifield
Society Co-Founder

“THE DEATH OF RURAL IFIELD?”
[written June 2023]

The observations recorded in this research
document were penned and prepared some
years ago. Since then, the plan for a new road -
possibly a dual-carriageway - to link North
Crawley/Gatwick to Horsham has reared its
ugly head.

Perhaps this helps to explain the removal of
‘obstacles’ such as trees and hedgerows long in

163 (=)



advance of the plan being put into full
destructive effect.

Road-building means development into the very
areas still rich in wildlife which have been
threatened by excessive house-building from
Homes England and their ‘associates’ for some
time.

In short, it speeds up the reduction of the
remaining biodiversity.

The people who profit most from such ventures
often live abroad in tax havens and cannot care
about British wildlife, which - based on recent
surveys - has already lost 53% of its native
flora, with a knock-on detrimental effect on the
native fauna.

It makes a nonsense of Homes England’s claim
to increase biodiversity by 10%!

It makes as much sense as providing the
residents of every new housing estate with
their own giant zoo, complete with all the
animals [insects to mammals] + 10%; or their



very own Eden Project with all the lost flora +
10%!

It is impossible to replace ancient woodland
and old hedgerows by sticking a few saplings in
a field and calling this a 10% increase in overall
biodiversity! Great Crested Newt

It has become increasingly apparent that some
of the principal organisations supposedly
dedicated to wildlife conservation have
become compromised in various ways...

Perhaps the Sussex Wildlife Trust has been
coerced into declaring the areas of Rural Ifield
as ‘not particularly important for wildlife’?

And yet this area contains many rare species of
bats, butterflies and beetles: examples include
the Bechstein Bat, the Brown Hairstreak
Butterfly, the Great Crested Newt and more
than a third of all Britain’s species of Longhorn
Beetle.

Horsham District Council [and Crawley Borough
Council?] is supposed to have a Wildlife
Conservation Group, which has been strangely
silent about the wildlife riches of Rural Ifield -
the very Council which has jurisdiction in this



area - and which could sway away from
allowing undue housing development to take
place next to Crawley.

It seems there may be some ‘hidden agenda’
which would be happy to see another Croydon
to the south of the North Downs - with all the
problems of a large metropolis thrown in...one
more negative contribution to global warning
through reduced oxygen, increased €02 and
other forms of air and water pollution.

Recent wildlife findings in Rural Ifield give
hope that, in spite of...the reduction in numbers

of some species, their populations and habitats
could recover given time.

The often covert operations of government
agencies such as Homes England - and their
‘associates’ — would certainly destroy such
hope.

PR VI
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APPENDICES

1.“Stenocorus Meridianus’ Longhorn Beetle
discovered in area of lost hedgewows on
West of Ifield Rural Fringe - Ifield
Society/Crawley Observer”

2.Timeline

2001 - “Mass turnout halts meeting” - Crawley
News - December 19 2001

2001 - 3 Aims of Ifield Society [founded by
David Moon and Richard W. Symonds] and
‘Ramblettes’ [short walks] launched.

2009 - “Consortium eyes up golf land for
homes” - Crawley Observer ~ April 15 2009
2016 & 2018 - “Not Currently Developable” -
Horsham District Council [regarding Land West
of Ifield]

2019 -~ “Homes England plans £3bn garden
village” - Estates Gazette - July 29 2019

2019 - Erection of ‘Private Land’ signage in
Ifield Brook Meadows and beyond

3.Proposed Ifield Parish Map [twinning the
ancient Parishes of Ifield and Rusper]

[ O



68/1/23, 1:16 PM MAY 30 2023 - 'STENOCORUS MERIDIANUS' LONGHORN BEETLE DISCOVERED IN AREA OF LOST HEDGEROWS ON ...

The Ifield Society
“
Aim — To protect and preserve this ancient Parish of Ifield for present and future
generations to enjoy — especially Ifield Brook Meadows

Menu

MAY 30 2023 - ‘STENOCORUS
MERIDIANUS’ LONGHORN BEETLE
DISCOVERED IN AREA OF LOST
HEDGEROWS ON WEST OF IFIELD
RURAL FRINGE

Richard Symonds / May 30,2023 / Ancient Parish of lfield
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RED-FACED county council
aban-

heclded: “If they can't organise &

Mass turnout halts meeting

to hold the mesting
fore Cliristmas to |

bosses yrere forced “l: meeting how da you Jou expect WEST Sussex County Council's drafl Structure
& meeling on the town's  them lo organise a town Plan gives details about plans to bulld 2,500
attended people ecouncill David ‘
e e S s 2 new homes to the west of lfield as well as
pem’mlmnm He said: “Its l;:': b show ﬂ;af 2,700 new homes to the north east of Crawley.
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have shown up. can have am acon- ¥ g ']
But after just five minutes, structive one. I love criticism as
B ae st Bve minutes, _ sructvs o, Love People’s views on Structure Plan ‘shambles
gel into U chairman Sally houses will not be in
Greenwell, who is also cabinet MMWCnﬂthﬂ. Dawn Wilkinson-Ledger, of Ardingly which the borough council is hellbent on ~ bulldozer at Ifield Mill Pond with no
membar for education, axed the B we have more houses associ- Close, Hield, was one of hundreds who thought of properly integrating the
mesting until » bigger venue MwlthCrawleykwﬂlbeln ﬁedmmhhﬂusuﬂuhm "What else would explain the major hsbitats that were there into the built
could be found. the west of Crawley and not In meeung. democratic deficit whichhas openedupin  environment."
One member of ihe public Crawley” She said: mm;-hanh-m our town? What price local democracy Mr Havers was not surprised so
capacity when the subject of whenth:‘id:udhtu(uidlmhm Pﬂﬂﬁm ltlhewdm
2,500 houses is on the is not good mmmr- ahousing estate
planning. has that Ifield mmm Indhdwulhemdmldbawlw
residents have been vocal about Mthinum the back burner until at Jeast 2015,
their environment.” MIhnmbllm‘pm He said of the meeting: “The authorities
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umuuamdmmm “Presumably they thought nobody
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available space, as far awsy =m & spokesman fo: Crew'cy C un-l said
mmlyhﬂlﬂhqm “At the moment it's a West Sussex County
used to be rural and, while Council matter OQur were there ® West Sussex County Council
without 1would not live in the because we have an init At the wwmwmh
house I'live In, must come a time end of the day the decision has tormadess  draft Structure Plan.
when enough is » to where these houses go." It will ba held on Monday January 141n
thr __r “Zatre at The Hawth from 7.50-
James Scott, of 5t Road, James Havers described mmmﬂumudm
1field, asked have not the Structure Flan meeting as “a left their names and addresses at the
opposed to build to thewest of Ifield  complete shambles” because he says it
andon ignores and comments hould be sent
ot e m—-:n.mmuitmhwhh m:uumu.q" to the County
15
n%unmu?nﬂnm wildlife of the Ifield Court Farm area for ﬂmmmm.
would be set aside for public question the last 15 years and believes thearea’s  Planning Services, West Sussex County
time at the next meeting of the executive  natural history is barely even touched Council, County Hall, West
the Plan will be uponin plan. West Sussex PO19 1RHL
‘Ha said: “It Is an archetypal Contact 01243
Mr Scolt said: “Could it be that —there is a sense of cabinet member for
Crawley is already timelessness the place and to do and the arts, who was due to
this crazy plan but lmows there I no what the council proposes. chair the sald: “We are
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The [field SOciety
-’)be;, {
3 Aims: .

1. To enjoy and preserve the open character and heritage of Ifield

2. To bring together Ifieid's diverse groups and individuals on to a "common platform of
agreement"” so0 as to speak together with one, clear powerful voice.

3. To harness and galvanise support so as to ensure West Sussex County Councils Local
Structure Plan for Ifield is not adopted in its present form.

Do you wish to support the Ifieid Society and its Aims? YES No

According to County Council rules, if the Ifield Society has the support of 100 or more
electors, it can demand a meeting with any Cabinet Member at any time.

Would you support the Ifield Society in this endeavour? YES No

Name;

Address:

-ontact number:

lease return this form to: Richard Symonds, The Ifield Society, 14 Lavington Close,
field, Crawley, West Sussex RH11 OHX. Tel: 012193 35778 iparie

= B ’ '1}‘ i prd . i -ummus.o'\-J ﬂ- o[‘...h"-"“iL""l
/v"‘"MO R R npheled ol REATUR e 5 ok e Pned. ... G,h .
e bnddely by Hecdige o Chomke

S. Any offers of help would be very much appreciated. Thank you

[ 73/,
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dnesday, April 15, 2009 : www.crawleyobserver.co.uk
Society
ramblette

" ANIFIELD Society Ram-

+ blette - "Our Hidden Gem ;
The Ificld Brook Meadows
Conservation Area” - will

o the late James
Havers - will start gnd fin-
ish) at the Plough, in Ifield
age ! from 11.00 to Mig-
day (One Hour),
Two-legged and four-
legged animals are very .
et o i pephants
- alittlem
inplates, . 4

Richard W. Symonds
mmudaoqieur

;onsortium eyes up
joif 1and for homes

evelopers want to concrete over Ifield golf club

iLLE put people in this area.” I
PRSCRRISTIEMILIER, - aiftasg if the club would be open ta
selling the course, he said: “I think

PULAR golf the shareholders would sell up if
; be ﬂ)reateneeéual;tgguiltg they were given the choice.

ers revealed they have ix:gThm ‘?ﬁe Oﬂgigany peopleb%z?é py

aroun Ere ana were mem ha SO

with developers hoping of the golf club, but over 50 years

dld there. most do not live anywhere near here,

at to save Ifield Golf and ™MOneY:”

He added: "These things move very
try Club after it fell under slowly and I wouldn't believe any-
happening.”

ré of housing planners 100k-  thing until it starts ]

0 build 2,500 new homes The long term lease of the Ifield
of Crawley. Golf and Country Club, which runs s N i
lespite the golf course last year the course, is due to expire in 2022,

rejected in favour of another In a statement confirmed by Hor- said local club members and resi- ited to promote the site for a ne
field Golf Club Lid, the com- sham District Council, a Crawley dents would fight the plans. neighbourhood surrounding an
which owns it, revealed it hes Borough Council spokesman said: He said: “Myself and others are serving Crawley between now an
tly held talls with a consor- “Itis very early days. but will fight the threat, Many 2026, .

rom developers Welbeck Land. = “There is a consort residents think they have already

rley Borough and Horsham saved this ancient area. They'd be ¥y 1b itse
:t councils algo confirmed last en.”: 0 do 80 as soon as possible,
that they too had held discus- elbeck Land "It is very early stages. At the pre:

Bu L : "A consortium ent moment, which is very earl

inform hoth authorities’ Core Strat- comprises Welbeck Land Limited, days, we are drawing up plans t
egy Reviews. This happens for all subsidiaries of Howard De Walden promote the neighbourhood betwee!
: major potential developments.” Estate, Waites Development and Crawley and Horsham before th
- Heritage campaigner and Ifield So- Rydon Homes has formed g joint core strategy review in both Hoi
ciety co-founder Richard Symonds venture with Ifield Golf Club Lim- ehamand Crawlay.”
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Homes England plans £3bn Crawley garden village

Emma Rosser
29/07/2019

Homes England has agreed to acquire 160 acres at Mield Goff Club. in a major step to deliver a new £3bn garden vilage oulside of

Crawley, Sussex,

Itis planning to deliver 3,250 homas -n the first phase al the 480-acre Ifield site, and will create a masterplan for a 10,000-home

village on & wider 1,483-acre footprint in future phases.

Homes England will apply to central government for the site to be recognised s distinct new settlement, with its own community

facilities and eligible for state fund ng.

The acquis tion builds on the depariment's legacy ownership of 320 acres. it comes as the agency seeks to significardly expand ts
land and cavelopment business, recruding up to 15C professionzls and beostng its strategic land operat ons to deliver 10,000 homes

a year,

Stephen Kinsella. chief land and development officer for Homes England, said: “This is a significant new settierment, it will have a
secondary school, two primary schools, employment and local facilities. ['s an area of high affordability pressure, and a greal place

ta build homes — thare 1s huge demard.”
Homes England will review at a later date if .t will work with lanaowners or step in and acquire more land.

Kinsella added: “The agency is prepared to acquire further landholding. There is a commercial decision fur‘us it we acquire ihe land,

there is an element of risk, It 's a long-term play.”

/7).
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Homes Engtand acquired the initial holdings as part of s inherited land awnership from the Commission for New Towns in the 1960s.

The site currently faces a number of challenges, including the potential expansion of Gatwick to the north, the regquirement of a large

road {o alleviale traffic and facilitate growth, and servicing and technical work fo prevent fiooding,

Homes England wili invest £100m In the site, and has estmated that work on the rel e7 road and flocding issues would cost in the

ragion of £70m.
The agency is promoting the site to be included in the 2020 Local Plan, subject to cansultation.

i succassful, it will then submit a planning application for phase one and create a masterplan with the infrastructure and capacity for
the full 10,000 homes subject to future local plans. It will begin infrasiructure works in 2021, with the first homes expected for

complation in 2023.

Kinselia said: “This is a big statement demonstrating how we are scaling up as a master developer. [t is aiso a big apportunity for

Crawley and Horsham. We can help to deliver the growth of empfoyment by creating places to 1ve for people who work locally.”
Homes England's land and development department currently owns 20,000 acres of land with the eapacity to deliver 70,000 homes.

Snce 2016 1t has acquired 70 sites for housing delivery. with a focus or large strategic sites with capacity for mora than 7,500 homes
in the South of England and the regions, Other schemes of nota include its 8,500-home Northstowe development in Cambridgs, and

the 3,000-home Burgess Hill site,

To send feedback, e-mail erma rosser@ennco.uk of tweet fEmrmaARosser or @aslalesgazelio

Related Articles

CompassRock buys 279-home Southampton BTR scheme

Lessons in partnership from Lord Heseltine — the grandaddy of regeneration
Places for People gets the nod for 8,500 East Herts homes

Liverpool City Council continues reshuffle with development director hire
Liverpool appoints director of city development

|77 /..
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Hield Brook Meadows

Local Green Space [LGS]

Bewbush Water Gardens angd Ifield Millpond
—=#0Ush Water Gardens and ifield Millpond

Site of Nature Conservation Interest [SNCI]
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